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The steady gain in the character of work done in our 
high school is very marked. This is shown by the earnest- 
ness of the pupils in their efforts to do thorough work, and in 
their good attendance and behavior. 

An inspection of our course of study shows that it is 
broader than the usual course in small high schools, and re- 
quires a large amount, anda great variety of work on the 
part of our two teachers. These teachers have each a class 
recitation for every period of the day; thus depriving them 
of time to prepare experimental work in the sciences such as 
Physics and Chemistry. If we were to narrow the course 
to fewer studies, and thus make it easier for two teachers, a 
goodly number of our pupils would be deprived of the sub- 
jects which they need. To broaden the course and introduce 
studies such as Shorthand and Typewriting, along industrial 
lines, would put the management far beyond the power of 
two teachers, There should be more school work of the 
nature that appeals to our boys and girls, because it suggest 
to them advantages helpful to their future occupations. Of 
the high schools in the state there are seven which offer 
courses in agriculture. Our high school is one of the seven. 
I mention this to show that we are trying to introduce work 
that really has a connection with the homes of our pupils. 
We need more room; we need another teacher and materia] 
with which to work. We cannot be content as we are, but 
are doing our best with what we have. Our graduates are 
either carrying forward their work in still further fitting 
themselves for useful lives, or else are already useful in do- 
ing the world’s work. 

The exhibition of schoot work given in the church 
vestry last spring called out quite an interest from the 
parents and was a profitable showing of the year’s work. It 
served to emphasize that we need better work in drawing, to 
secure which would require a drawing supervisor or teacher. 

The work in music this year is far in advance of any- 
thing we have previously attempted. Under the supervision 
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of Miss Vose, teachers and pupils have worked hard for suc- 
cess and they deserve to have attention called to this subject. 
I refer you to Miss Vose’s report for a more detailed account, 

The repairs at the Ellice school, in the way of new 
blackbords, painting the walls, whitening the ceilings and 
varnishing the desks, give two very attractive schoolrooms. 
There is no cellar under the primary room and the worn 
floor contains cracks which allow uncomfortable breezes to 
come in on cold days. This is dangerous to the health of 
both teacher and pupils, and I trust the defect will be 
remedied next season. This school has enrolled eighty-one 
pupils this year, with an average attendance of about seventy- 
five. 

Bills for text-books have been kept as small as possible. 
The arithmetics were so worn and soiled that it was neces- 
sary to purchase new books fer several of the rooms. The 
old spellers have been exchange for Alexander’s Speller, 
which has been supplied to all the schools. Some new music 
charts have been purchased for the grades, and a set of 
Music Readers has been supplied to the High School. Some 
very useful physical and chemical apparatus, which includes 
a compound microscope, has been added to the equipment. 
Our texts on Physiology and Hygiene are becoming old and 
out-of-date, and I recommend a change for next year. 

The graduating class of last June deserves our thanks 
for the two sets of books given to the reference library of the 
High School. Grades seven and eignt have earned a new 
international dictionary and a number of volumes for their 
reading library. ‘The Ellice School has earned enough to 
furnish two pictures for the primary room and a number of 
volumes to add to their library. 

I have mentioned the wide-spread movement looking to 
industrial training, which we believe is bound to work for 
the advantage of our boys and girls. ‘There is another move- 
ment which is gaining ground rapidly, and one which we 
cannot safely ignore. I refer to the great interest which is 


REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF MUSIC. — 


Mr. M. J. West, Superintendent of Schools. 
DearSir: I herewith submit my second report on music. — 
The year just passed has been in many respects most 4 

satisfactory. ‘There has been no radical change in my plan ~ 

of work {rom that outlined in last year’s report. 

J regret that it has been necessary to demand so much 
technical work from pupils and teachers, but until a thorough 
grounding in technicalities has been made, little advance- 
ment can result in music as a study. Much progress has ~ 
been made in the Eye and Ear Training work in all grades 
and a better sense of rhythm established. I have tried to in- 
culcate an interest in music, and believe that the efforts of 
every child should be encouraged so that the daily ‘*Music 

Period” be the brightest and happiest one of the day. A 

spirit of enthusiasm and pleasure must pervade each lesson 

in order to gain thebest results. This spirit has surely grown 
during the past year. I shall endeavor during the next five 

months to do more in tone production and paying more at- F 

tention to Song Interpretation. ’ 
In my last report I recommended that 2 certain standard 

should be obtained in this as in other branches, and now, 
thanks to the Committee, ‘‘Music’’ on the report card means 

a half-point toward promotion. With this in view, short — 

monthly tests and one test at the close of the fall term were : 

given. 

My plan of work has been easier to develop this year ; 
owing to the new supply of charts—four in number, and the — 
much-needed books for the High School. ‘‘Part Songs for 

Mixed Voices’’ will, I think, prove a source of pleasure to 
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TRUANT OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 


M. J. West, Superintendent of Schools. 

Dear Sir: During the past year, I have investigated 
twenty-five absences from school; nearly all of them proving 
not to be cases of truancy, but due chiefly to negligence on 
the part of parents, or else because the parents kept the 
children at home for work. 

In a few cases, illness was given as a reason, but in 
nearly every case the excuses were not of a character to cover 
the law. 

Cases of absences seem to be on the increase, but I am 
glad to say they are confined to a few families. 

On May 2, 1908, John Celli was taken to court for keep- 
ing his daughter Angel out of school without sufficient rea- 
son, for which he paid a fine of five dollars. The child has 
attended regularly since. 

I have visited the factories and find no children under 
16 years of age who are working without the required certi- 
cate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. H. THorRNE, 
Truant Officer. 


M. J. West, Superintendent of Schools. 
Dear Sir: I have attended to ten cases of truancy at 
Rockville during the past year. 
Respectfully yours, 
T. J. McCarty, 
Truant Officer. 


Millis, Mass., January 30, 1909. 


